
ENGLISH LITERATURE A LEVEL 

In section C of English Literature Paper 1, you will be asked to compare ‘The Great Gatsby’ to two of the pre 1900 

poems in the AQA anthology. Focusing on the poems in a chronological manner, designed to compliment the 

unseen poetry unit with your second teacher, you will not only develop an understanding of the typical features of 

the literary time period the poem belongs to but you will also study the set poems in intricate detail. You will be 

using your knowledge of poetic terminology developed in your GCSE to help you analyse each of the poems and 

the methods the poet has used to key their key intentions. At the end of each poem, you will draw comparisons 

back to your term 1 study of ‘The Great Gatsby’ and consider how the writers present key themes in similar and 

different ways.  

KEY VOCABULARY:
1. Metaphysical 
2. Cavalier
3. Restoration Rake
4. Ruination
5. Decadence

Paper 1 Section C – Pre 1900 Poetry Anthology

Year 12 Spring & Summer Term

Introduction 
to Pre 1900 

Poetry

Interim 
Assessment

TUDOR HABITS AND VALUES: In this unit you explore all of the 
Tudor Habits and Values in some form. Many of the poems in 
the unit encourage students to empathise with 
speakers/personas experiencing difficult events in life. The 
unit will also develop self regulation where students are giving 
strategies to follow to help them approach unseen poems. 

Paper 1 Trial 
Examination

Renaissance - 
Whoso List to Hunt 

by Sir Thomas 
Wyatt

Renaissance – Sonnet 
116 by William 
Shakespeare

Metaphysical Poetry 
– To His Coy 

Mistress by Andrew 
Marvell Restoration Poetry 

– Absent from Thee 
by Earl of RochesterRomantic Poetry – 

The Garden of Love 
by William Blake

Romantic Poetry 
– Ae Fond Kiss 

by Robert Burns

Romantic Poetry – 
She Walks in Beauty 

by Lord Byron

Victorian/Pre 
Raphaelite Poetry 
– Remember by 

Christina Rossetti 

Romantic Poetry – 
La Belle Dame by 

John Keats

Metaphysical Poetry – 
The Flea by John 

Donne

Victorian Poetry – 
At an Inn by 

Thomas Hardy

Decadent Poetry 
– Non Sum 

Qualis by Ernest 
Dowson

End of Unit 
Assessment 

Revision

Trial Exam 
Feedback 
and DIRT

CAREERS SPOTLIGHT
This unit perhaps best prepares you to understand 
what it might be like to study English Literature at 
university. The unit addresses the subject from a 
more holistic and wider lens which is expected of 
students when studying English Literature in higher 
education.  

Cavalier Poetry – 
The Scrutiny by 

Richard Lovelace

Interim Assessment 
Feedback and DIRT

Victorian Poetry – 
The Ruined Maid 
by Thomas Hardy
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