
WORKING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT 
OUR YEAR 7 STUDENTS

Thank you very much for joining us!
Tuesday 26th September 2023
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• Navigating the student timetable, planner and SMART card.

• Rewards and Reminders

• Our Taught Behaviour and Character curriculum

• Academic literacy and the value of reading

• Our curriculum learning journeys

• Effective communication

• The recording and setting of homework

• How we report to parents/carers and families

• The importance of attendance

• Blackwell adventure details

This presentation will be 
shared on the TGAS 

website, so please don’t 
feel like you must make 

notes!
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THANK YOU

Thank you for taking the opportunity
to join us this evening. 

Thank you for engaging in the curriculum your
children are learning. 

Thank you for ensuring our Year 7 
students are equipped and ready for 

learning. 
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1

Handbook
2020

Please be directed to the ‘Parents’ tab on the TGAS 
website. 
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WEEK A Monday 

8.35 – 9.00 Form Time

9.00 – 10.00 Lesson 1

10.00 – 10.20 Break Time

10.20 – 11.20 Lesson 2

11.20 – 12.20 Lesson 3

12.20 – 1.00 Lunch time

1.00 – 2.00 Lesson 4

2.00 – 3.00 Lesson 5

Please make a note of key days which 
require extra items to be brought from 
home: PE kit, cooking ingredients etc.
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• In Years 7 and 8, students follow a broad, ambitious 
and equitable curriculum, in line with the National 
Curriculum.

• Within this wide range of subjects, students learn 
the ‘fundamentals’ – the essential knowledge that 
students must master and commit to long term 
memory. These are the essential pieces of 
information we believe provide students with 
cultural capital.

• In Year 9, all students continue to study a broad 
range of subjects. The curriculum has been designed 
to enable all students to achieve the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc).

• Options are taken at the end of Year 9, ready for 
Year 10 and 11 study.
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The student planner is a key item of the TGAS student equipment, please review 
this regularly with your child, looking for the following pages….

• Regular checks of any homework recorded in 
weekly planner pages.

• Character and learning merits pages (Set some 
targets at home?)

• Penalties pages and penalty code pages (Written 
reminder of student expectations)

• Student timetable (special reference to key days 
including PE and Healthy Living)

• Student friendly versions of our behaviour policy
including banned and prohibited items.

• Wellbeing Support Pages – key signposts for 
websites and resources of interest.
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Character and Learning Habit merits form the basis of praise and reward at TGAS.

This year, all students will start on 100 merits – consider this their starting balance.
Any merits received will be added to this account.

All teachers will be issuing merit stickers over the course of this year – we will be
keeping track of the merit totals. Teachers will be aiming to issue a minimum of three

stickers per lesson, so get ready to start counting!
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HALF TERMLY – Students with the most merits at the end of each half 
term will be invited to a celebration event. Last year, this included 
stationary bags, pick n mix and inflatable assault courses! (The top 

ten students in each year group will be invited to each celebration) –
This is reset every half term!

ANNUALLY – At the end of the academic year, students in Years 7-11 
will have the opportunity to earn a priority invite to the praise and 
reward day! – This is for students who have accumulated the most 

merits over the year.

COLLEGE COMPETITION – Not only do merits accumulate towards a 
personal total, but they also contribute to college totals. The winning 
College at the end of the year will unlock a further ten invites for the 

top students from their winning college, ten per year group!
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We use recorded reminders to uphold our standards and expectations within 
classrooms. Although, individually they do not hold a sanction, students should do 

their best to ensure they do not accumulate.

Three reminders in one subject, across a half term will result in a restorative 
detention with the specific class teacher.

A reminder is a way to meaningful way to inform students that their conduct will 
not support their learning or the learning of others around them. Staff use this 

strategy to help students make good choices around their behaviour.

All teachers will issue reminders in this way.
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The student SMART card is a way to ensure our students are accountable for not 
only their uniform around the school site, but also their conduct and behaviour in 

between lessons…

Please ensure you are reviewing your child’s SMART card regularly and discuss the importance
of both the SMART uniform codes and SMART conduct codes.
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Our Taught Behaviour Curriculum
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Reading leads to academic success
• Aids with cognitive development and impacts across the curriculum 

– likely to do ‘significantly better’, with a 9.9% advantage in Maths
by age 16 (IoE, London, 2013).

• Science achievement: Researchers found that the strongest factor 
affecting pupils’ science scores is reading comprehension (EEF, 
September 2017).

• Reading improves teenagers’ vocabulary by 26% regardless of 
background (Centre for Longitudinal Studies, November 2017).
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• Develops confidence and self-esteem – can be 
incredibly empowering for young people.

• Helps young people to deal with complex issues
from the safe fictional environment of the 
book.

• Increases empathy and brings the Tudor Habits 
to life in an accessible way.

Reading supports personal development
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How do we support reading 
in school?

• Tutor Time Reading 
Programme: Register, Read, 
Respond.
• Reading in subjects
• Intervention (in and out of 

class)
• TG Reading Challenge 40
• Fortnightly reading lessons
• Recommended read book lists
• Genre challenge



How can 
you help?

What can parents do?

• Encourage reading for pleasure
• Model reading at home
• Encourage use of the TGAS digital library
• Provide access to a range of reading material both 

fiction and non-fiction
• Talk about books
• Praise positive reading habits



TGAS Digital Library

Login 
Details

Username:
Your child's 
school email 

address

Password:
TGAS1
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Aim: The aim of each curriculum learning journey  is to allow students to see the content they will 
be covering over each specific half term. They are consistently demonstrated across all areas. 

These are shortly all going to be uploaded on to the school website, but can be found in the inside 
front cover of every exercise book in every subject.

Suggested support strategies:

• Engage in discussion around
upcoming topics/themes.

• Incorporate activities which 
involve contextual links. 

• Provide experiences and/or
opportunities for students to 
broaden their knowledge.

• Consider possible links between
curriculum areas. 
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Brief info on content/curriculum in term 1 
• Our aim for Y7 is to develop the academic and emotional literacy 

(reading / writing skills) to begin exploring what identity can mean.

• In Literature this term, we will achieve this by studying a novel (When 
The Sky Falls, by Phil Earle) which will allow us to explore a 
character’s emotional journey during a time of change and adversity. 

• In Language, we will achieve this by taking inspiration from diverse 
adventure stories to inform our own creative writing!

• Students will also participate in one reading lesson every fortnight. 
These are designed to give students the opportunity to read a variety 
of texts for pleasure and take part in a reading challenge.

• The reading challenge involves reading 40 books over the course of 
the year from a variety of genres and time periods. More details about 
this can be found in your child’s reading journal.

USEFUL LINKS:

• TGAS Moodle Page for English –
QR included in student’s planner 

• BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
subjects/zt3rkqt

• Solihull Library -
https://solihull.spydus.co.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/
JOIN

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zt3rkqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zt3rkqt
https://solihull.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN
https://solihull.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN
https://solihull.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN
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Brief info on content/curriculum in term 1:

• Our aim for Y7 is to develop a deeper understanding of what underpins 
any standard mathematical procedures that your child may have been 
taught, and for them to become fluent with these approaches.

• Through studying Generalised Arithmetic this half term, we achieve this 
advancement toward fluency by examining the structure of common 
calculations. This allows us to develop your child’s mathematical 
curiosity as well as their confidence to question concepts and improve 
their flexibility of thought.

• Students have access to a homework club Tuesday to Friday before 
tutor time if they need support or a communal working opportunity.

• We also enter all year 7 students into the Junior Maths Challenge so that 
everyone has the opportunity to challenge themselves outside of the 
classroom, and so that your child, regardless of their prior attainment, 
has the opportunity to aspire to more challenging areas of their studies.

USEFUL LINKS:
•TGAS Moodle Page for Maths – QR 
included in student’s planner
•Dr Frost Maths -
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

•Oak Academy (comprehensive 
lessons that run closely with our 
curriculum) -
https://classroom.thenational.acad

emy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-
stage-3/subjects/maths

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/maths
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/maths
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/maths
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Brief info on content/curriculum in term 1:
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Attainment is maximised when these three work in collaboration.

• Tutor correspondence – Your child’s tutor is considered the first port of call for any pastoral
or academic queries, questions or concerns. Should your child’s tutor be unable to support, they
will liaise with their College Team.

• Regular Learning Habits feedback- Learning habits data is shared with parent half termly.

• Two Trust assessment points – Trust assessment 1 = November. Trust assessment 2 = April.

• Subject parents evenings (virtual) – 7T BAND = Wednesday 10th May, 7G BAND = Thursday 18th May

• Regular communication from Mrs Smith and the Leadership Team.
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• Thank you to those who have already signed up for Blackwell Adventure.
• The deadline for returning consent form and full payment is TOMORROW!
• Consent forms collected at student services, payment on Parent Pay.

Tuesday 17th October = Day A – T Band (Turing, Hawking and Austen)
Wednesday 18th October = Day B – G Band (Duleep, Ownes and Mirzakhani)

• Students to attend school at their usual time, but meet in Oak Hall ready for departure at 8.45am.
• Students to arrive in their own, warm clothes, suitable for getting muddy!
• Students will return in time to get their usual transportation home.

ADDITIONAL LETTER TO FOLLOW!





Support @ Tudor Grange
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• Navigating the student timetable, planner and SMART card

• Rewards and sanctions

• Our taught behaviour curriculum

• Academic literacy and the value of reading

• Our curriculum learning journeys

• The recording and setting of homework

• The importance of attendance

• Further supportive resources

• Blackwell Adventure details

This presentation will be 
shared on the TGAS 

website, so please don’t 
feel like you must make 

notes!
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Year 7 PTA Disco – Further information
to follow! – Letters will
be shared and payments requested on Parent Pay.

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Please join
us on Thursday to generate proceeds for a fantastic cause!
Wednesday 27th September 2023



The PTA is co-ordinated by parents whose children 
attend the Academy and is supported by senior 
Academy staff.
We raise funds to improve and enhance resources, 
equipment and opportunities for the students.

• Make a £10 standing order to the PTA –
small amounts do add up!

• Join our 333 CLUB PTA lottery  

• For online purchases use EASY FUNDRAISING

• Attend events or buy a token ticket

• Tell us if your employer match funds

• If you would like to find out more about getting involved with 
the PTA please email them at PTA@solihull.tgacademy.org.uk

ALL DETAILS ON SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
https://www.solihull.tgacademy.org.uk/parents/parent-groups/
parents-association/ 

PTA 
PARENT TEACHER

ASSOCIATION 

NEW INTAKE 
Parent Information 

Presentation




