
Politics

KEY TERMINOLOGY: Hierarchy, authority, change to conserve, atomism, pragmatism, human imperfection, 
paternalism, libertarianism.

Conservatism and Liberalism
Autumn 

Conservatism: 
core ideas & 

principles

Individualism, 
freedom, liberty and 

equality.

Differing 
views and 
tensions 

Pragmatism, 
tradition, human 
imperfection and 

organic state.

• Students must comprehend and interpret political information in relation to areas of UK politics and core 
political ideas.
• Students must fully understand, and critically analyse and evaluate areas of UK politics and core political ideas.
• Students must identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between content studied, providing a 
basis for comparing the UK with the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global politics.
• Students must construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity and coherence, 
and draw reasoned conclusions about UK politics and core political ideas.

Libertarianism and 
paternalism.

Traditional and one-

nation conservatism
New Right – the 

marriage of neo-

liberal and neo-

conservative

Rationalism and 

the role of the 

state.

Hobbes, Burke, 
Oakeshott, Rand and 

Nozick.

Conservative 
thinkers and 
their ideas

Liberalism: 
core ideas & 

principles

Differing 
views and 
tensions Modern liberalism 

– reaction to free-

market capitalism

Locke, Stuart Mill, 
Wollstonecraft, Friedan 

and Rawls
Key thinkersClassical liberalism 

– early liberals


