
Politics

KEY TERMINOLOGY: Class dealignment, partisan dealignment, governing competency, disillusion and apathy, 
manifesto, mandate

Voting behaviour & the media
Topic 4

Case studies 
of three key 

general 
elections

1992 general 
election

Election since 1997 

(2015, 2017 and 2019 

are good choices)
Party policies and 

manifestos, 

campaigns, wider 

political context

Importance and 
relevance of opinion 
polls, media bias and 

persuasion.

Influence of 
the media

Impact of the 
media on politics in 
general. Including 

during and 
between elections

Patterns for the 
elections studied 

and why they vary.

Analysis of 
national 
voting 

behaviour 

General election 
from the period 

1945 - 92

• Students must comprehend and interpret political information in relation to areas of UK politics and core 
political ideas.
• Students must fully understand, and critically analyse and evaluate areas of UK politics and core political ideas.
• Students must identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between content studied, providing a 
basis for comparing the UK with the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global politics.
• Students must construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity and coherence, 
and draw reasoned conclusions about UK politics and core political ideas.

Class-based voting 

and other factors 

influencing voting 

patterns

Gender, age, 
ethnicity and region 

as factors in 
influencing voting 

behaviour


