
You will develop key critical thinking skills about how we come to be the 
people we are. Considering alternative viewpoints & approaches 
through structured debate and tasks that require lateral thinking on 
debates such as nature vs nurture. Investigating the fundamental 
question that ask, what makes us who we are?

VOCABULARY: Gender bias, androcentrism, 
determinism, nature, nurture, generalisation, 
culture bias, theory, approach, paradigm, holism, 
replication, free will, hypothesis, idiographic, 
nomothetic, peer review, interactionalism. 

Issues & debates
Year 13 Autumn term

TUDOR HABITS AND VALUES: Being open to 
new ideas that may conflict with originally 
held ideas to widen understanding from a 
range of viewpoints.

Gender bias including 
androcentrism and 

alpha and beta bias; 

Gender and 
culture in 

psychology 

Free will and determinism: hard determinism 
and soft determinism; biological, environmental 

and psychic determinism. The scientific 
emphasis on causal explanations. 

PSYCHOLOGY

Debates

Nature-Nurture 
debate; the relative 

importance of 
heredity and 

environment in 
determining 

behaviour; the 
interactionist 

approach.

Cultural bias, including 
ethnocentrism and 
cultural relativism.

Holism and reductionism: levels of explanation in 
psychology. Biological reductionism and 

environmental (stimulus-response) reductionism. 

Idiographic and nomothetic 
approaches to psychological 

investigation. Ethical implications of research 
studies and theory, including 
reference to social sensitivity.

Issues


