
SPANISH

In Year 7 we have covered the present and future tenses. You now have the linguistic 
understanding to cope with a third tense. The preterite tense is the main past tense in Spanish, 
and the ability to use three tenses is a fundamental skill in your language learning. By the end of 
this topic you will be able to refer to past, present and future events, which will allow you to 
discuss a much broader range of topics.  The topic of holidays is perfect for practising the 
preterite tense and building on your vocabulary and grammar base from Year 7 to consolidate 
and extend your existing understanding. Moreover, there are lots of key verbs in the holiday 
topic that you will be able to reuse in future topics e.g. I went and it was.

VOCABULARY:

preterite, conjugation, tenses

fui, fue, voy

Mis vacaciones del año pasado (my holidays last year)
Year 8 Autumn Term 1

Giving details 
about past 

holidays

Opinions of 
your holidays

Use the preterite
tense to say where 

you went

Use prior knowledge 
to say  who you went 
with and when you 

went

Holiday 
activities

Use the preterite
tense to say how 

you travelled

Use the preterite
tense of –er and –ir

verbs

Express a range of 
opinions on past 

holidays

Use the preterite
tense of –ar verbs

Use ser (to be) in the 
preterite tense

TUDOR HABITS: As we learn a new tense you will 
need to focus on the process not the product as 
mastery of this will take time, engagement with 
feedback and determination to master.

Tourist destinations 
in Spanish speaking 

countries.


