
ENGLISH LITERATURE A LEVEL 

You will begin your A level in English Literature by studying ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
The novel forms part of the comparative study element of Paper 1 where you will study set texts that 
all revolve around the theme of love. In ‘The Great Gatsby’ you will build the foundational skills of 
forming relevant arguments, identifying and analysing authorial methods, examining the impact of 
context, developing an understanding of typicality and consider the views of critics to enhance 
your own reading of the text. By the end of this unit, we want you to develop a firm understanding 
of Fitzgerald’s messages regarding love and for you to articulate your ideas with confidence. 

TEXT-SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: Lost 
generation, individualism, 
disillusionment, hedonism, liberty, 
chivalry, class permanence, 
transcendence, nature and artifice, 
gender norms and expectations, 
homosocial. 

Paper 1 Section C - The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Year 12 Autumn Term

Introduction 
to A level 

English 
Literature 

course

Interim 
Assessment

TUDOR HABITS AND VALUES: In this unit you explore all of the 
Tudor Habits and Values in some form. Fitzgerald wrote about 
an America that had moved away from its democratic rebirth 
after the 1776 ‘Declaration of Independence’. He pleads for 
the people of America to find a sense of unity where respect
and tolerance can thrive between all ranks of society. 

Transition 
Assessment

End of Unit 
Assessment

Introduction 
to the A 

level 
assessment 
objectives 

The American 
Dream &  

Exploration of 
opening of the novel

Historical 
Contexts –
The Roaring 

20s 

Chapter 2 –
Unfaithfulness

Chapter 3 –
Casual Love 

and the 
Roaring 20s

Chapter 4 
–

Separation 
of Lovers

Chapter 5 –
Strong Emotions 
and Reunion of 

Lovers

Literary 
Contexts -
Modernism

Chapter 6 
– Truth, 

Deception 
and Love

Chapter 7 –
Proposals and 
Expressions of 

Love

Transition 
Assessment 
Feedback 
and DIRT

Chapter 8 
– Tragedy 

of Love

Chapter 9 –
Unconventional 

Love

End of Unit 
Assessment 

Revision

End of Unit 
Assessment 
Feedback 
and DIRT

SKILL VOCABULARY: 
articulate informed, 

personal and 
creative responses to 

literary texts. 

Chapter 1 –
Marriage in 

1920s 
American 

Society

Interim 
Assessment 
Feedback 
and DIRT



ENGLISH LITERATURE A LEVEL 

You will begin your A level in English Literature by studying ‘Othello’ by William Shakespeare. The play forms the 
central element of the Shakespeare study in Paper 1 where you will explore how the theme of love is constructed 
in set text. In ‘Othello’ you will build the foundational skills of forming relevant arguments, identifying and 
analysing authorial methods, examining the impact of context, developing an understanding of typicality and 
consider the views of critics to enhance your own reading of the text. By the end of this unit, we want you to 
develop a firm understanding of Shakespeare’s messages regarding love and for you to articulate your ideas with 
confidence. 

TEXT-SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: 
Blank verse, catalyst, dramatic 
irony, foreshadowing, hamartia, 
Jacobean, Machiavel, malcontent, 
mirroring, pathos, patriarchy, 
xenophobic. 

Paper 1 Section A – Othello by William Shakespeare
Year 12 Autumn Term

Introduction 
to A level 

English 
Literature 

course

Interim 
Assessment

TUDOR HABITS AND VALUES: In this unit you explore all of the 
Tudor Habits and Values in some form. Shakespeare’s central 
messages revolve around the dangers that exist when tolerance 
and respect are lost. The play urges audiences to show kindness 
and honesty towards one another in order to nurture deep and 
loving relationships. 

Transition 
Assessment

End of Unit 
Assessment

Act 1 Scene 1 –
Race in the 

Opening of the 
Play

Act 1 Scene 1 – Power 
of Patriarchy in the 

Play

Act 1 Scene 2 –
Examining the 

Setting of 
VeniceAct 1 Scene 

3 – Iago’s 
Motivations

Act 2 Scene 1 –
Doomed Love

Act 2 Scene 2-3 
– Prejudice, 
control and 

power Act 3 Scene 4 –
Fear and Pity

Act 4 
Scene 1 –

Racial 
Identity

Act 5 Scene 2 –
Love and Violence

Act 4 Scene 2-
3 –

Presentation of 
Desdemona

Transition 
Assessment 

Feedback 
and DIRT

Act 5 Scene 1 –
Engaging with 

Critical Reading

Applying Critical 
Readings

End of Unit 
Assessment 

Revision

End of Unit 
Assessment 

Feedback and 
DIRT

SKILL VOCABULARY: 
articulate informed, 

personal and creative 
responses to literary 

texts. 

Act 1 Scene 3 
– The Love of 
Othello and 
Desdemona

Interim 
Assessment 

Feedback and 
DIRT


